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HUFFMAN NAMED ACTING DIRECTOR OF USD'S CRIMINAL JUSTICE CENTER 
Richard D. Huffman, Assistant District Attorney of San 
Diego County, has been named acting director of the Center 
for Criminal Justice and Policy Management of the University 
of San Diego School of Law, according to an announcement made 
by Sheldon Krantz, law school dean. Huffman's appointment 
became effective June 1. 
"We are particularly pleased to have a person of Dick 
Huffman's achievements and intellect in this important 
transition role at the Center," Krantz said. "Dick's 
leadership here will tie in nicely with the efforts we have 
already made to make the Center a vital force in the daily 
practice of criiminal law. We at the University owe a debt of 
gratitude to District Attorney Ed Miller for making Dick 
available to us." 
Huffman, 43, is second in command in the District 
Attorney's office. A former Deputy County Counsel in Los 
Angeles and a former Deputy Attorney General, he joined the 
District Attorney's staff as chief deputy when Miller took 
office in 1971. He is a member of the board of directors 
of the San Diego County Bar Association, a member of the 
Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation which screens 
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candidates for appointment to the municipal, superior and 
appellate courts, and is an adjunct professor of law at 
USD. He will direct the Center on a part-time basis, working 
on weekends until August, when a month's accrued vacation 
time will allow his full-time participation in the work of 
the Center. 
Founded by Edwin Meese, III, now counselor to President 
Reagan, the Center for Criminal Justice conducts research into 
proposed areas of reform in the criminal justice system and 
provides training of attorneys and judges in the criminal 
law field. 
"This is the kind of formal tie with area agencies which 
seems appropriate for the Center's growth, and which we are 
interested in continuing to develop," Krantz said. "We 
anticipate bringing in additional members of the San Diego 
legal community for short periods of time. This gives the 
Center the benefit of the current thinking of legal practitioners 
and gives the participating attorneys an opportunity to reflect 
on important issues and to do the kind of in-depth work that 
is nearly impossible 1n a daily practice." 
Krantz said his goal is to develop the Center into a 
vibrant, statewide resource in the criminal justice field. 
"Down the road, I think we're talking about an expanded 
fellowship and sabbatical program. I see the Center playing 
a true leadership role as our justice system changes to keep 
pace with a changing society." 
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According to ·the law school dean, a national search for 
a permanent director is underway, and he hopes to have that 
permanent director on staff by January 1. Huffman is not a 
candidate for the permanent position, but is described by 
Krantz as being "the perfect person to provide a sense of 
progress for the Center during this interim." 
Huffman commented that the Center is already embarked 
on a number of research programs, of which he will select a 
few for special emphasis. "My goal is to end this transition 
period by handing off to the permanent director a number of 
solid, important research projects well on their way to 
completion." 
"Overall," Huffman continued, "I think the efforts of 
all of us in the criminal justice system must be devoted to 
bringing about substantive and substantial reform of criminal 
justice procedure. Our system is entirely too cumbersome, 
expensive, and frustrating, and must be reformed in order to 
survive and maintain public confidence. This is where the 
Center can be of particular value and influence, for it is in 
an academic setting removed from the daily war that rages in 
the courtroom. At the Center we can find enough time and 
resources to undertake exhaustive research which can become 
the bedrock of this reform." 
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